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Abstract

The study aimed at identifying to what extent the political
Palestinian elite depends on social networks as a resource of information,
during the Israeli attack on Gaza 2014, as well as knowing to what extent
they follow it, and knowing the reasons associated with that following, and
the reasons behind their preference to these networks, and recognizing the
most important networks that they depend on, and identifying the most
prominent followed issues, and identifying the level of their familiarity
and confidences of them, and finally recognizing the effects that resulted
from depending the political Palestinian elite on social networks during the
Israeli attack on Gaza 2014. This study is classified as a descriptive one,
used the media survey method, and data was collected via survey paper,
as well as the codified interview, and a stratified sample of (164) persons
was chosen from the political Palestinian elite at Gaza governorates, the
strata were divided as following: commanders of factions, political
analysts, academics at political sciences and press and media, current and
former vice legislators, during the date 23/4/2015 to the date 10/6/2015.

The study concluded the following conclusions:

1 the social networks came as the first resource of information that the

sample depended on it during the attack with a relative weight (78.66%),

while ( 70.12%) consider radio stations as their main resource of
information during the attack.

2 the sample depends highly on social networks to gain information

during the attack with a relative weight (40.2%), while they depended on it
in a low degree with relative weight ( 4.9%).

3_ the study showed that the reason behind depending on social networks

as a resource of information during the Israeli attack was to gain
information and news with a relative weigh ( 76.22%).

4 FACEBOOK network came as the first network that the sample

depended on it as a resource of information during the attack with a relative

weight (1 96.34%), while TWITTER network came as the second one with

a relative weight ( 31.71%), and YOUTUBE as the last one with a relative
weight ( 22.56%).

5 political and field information were the most spresd during the Israeli
attack.

6 news about the attack came at the beginning of the informative

material forms that the sample preferred to follow on social networks with
a relative weight (90.24%).

7 the most important issues the sample was following on social

networks during the Israeli attack were the Ministry of Health statistics of
the numbers of martyrs with a relative weight ( 59.15%).

www.manaraa.com



8 the study showed that the sample trust of the social networks about
giving information about the attack was moderate with a relative weight
(47.0%), while the average of persons who trust them with a very low
degree was ( 1.2%).

9 the degree of social networks satisfying to the sample curiosity about
the attack information was high with a relative weight ( 46.3%), while it
was very low with a relative weight ( 1.2%).

10 the affective effects that resulted from depending the elite on social
networks as a main resource of information during the Israeli attack on
Gaza 2014 were with a relative weight ( 85.20%) followed by the
cognitive effects with a relative weight ( 76.20%) and the last were the
behavioral effects with a relative weight(71.80%)

11 the most important recommendations to develop the social networks to
become an affective resource of information during the Israeli attacks were
relying on objectivity and accuracy In their posts, with a relative weight (
78.05%), followed by security awareness of the right usage with a relative
weight ( 65.24%).

Recommendations:
1 the patrons of social networks as well as the activists should pay more
attention to the accuracy of the information that introduced through them,
during the attacks and crises in particular.
2_ the quick and thorough coverage to the events and information about
the attack, and this will bring more audience to follow it from all society
categories.
3_ it's important to mention the source of information that they provide to
the audience, and avoid providing information with an obscure source, this
will increase the credibility of these social networks.
4 pay more attention from the patrons and the activists of the social
networks to the specialized studies of attacks on Gaza, to get benefit from
its results and information.
5 it's important to form a national committee which includes all the
political parties, to follow and evaluate the information that social networks
provide, in order to reveals all the Israeli propaganda refute it.
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A Media System Dependency Approach", Paper Presented To National
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